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Preface/Préface

Ce volume comporte un choix de communications provenant du congres
de la Société canadienne d’étude du dix-huitiéme siecle (SCEDHS) qui a
eu lieu a Saskatoon en 2001. Ce congreés a profité de la collaboration de
beaucoup d’institutions et d'individus; nous tenons spécialement a re-
mercier Peter MacKinnon, Président de 1'Université de la Saskatchewan,
et les colleges et départements suivants: Arts and Sciences, Médecine,
Graduate Studies and Research, English, Women's and Gender Studies,
Languages and Linguistics, History et Political Studies. Nous aimerions
aussi exprimer notre vive reconnaissance au Conseil de recherches en
sciences humaines du Canada et a la SCEDHS qui ont bien voulu
appuyer ce projet, ainsi qu’a tous ceux qui ont lu les communications
avant publication — leurs avis nous ont été indispensables.

Ce congres avait pour theme «Le spectacle au XVIII® siecle», et nous
nous félicitons d’avoir pu réunir ici un choix de textes qui reste fidele a
cette préoccupation centrale, mais qui est remarquable aussi pour sa trés
grande variété. Concerts, salons, théatre, romans avec ou sans tiroirs —
tout s’y trouve. Nous espérons que ce recueil dans son ensemble fournira
aux lecteurs un apercu important de ce que signifiaient au XVIII® siécle
le mot et I'idée de «spectacle».

This volume comprises a selection of the papers given at the 2001
meeting of the Canadian Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies
(CSECS), held in Saskatoon. The conference itself was made possible by
the collaboration of many people and institutions. At the University of
Saskatchewan we enjoyed the encouragement of President Peter Mac-
Kinnon as well as the support of the following colleges and departments:
Arts and Sciences, Medicine, Graduate Studies and Research, English,
Women's and Gender Studies, Languages and Linguistics, History, and
Political Studies. We would also like to thank the Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC) and CSECS, as well
as recognize the indispensable advice given us by all the colleagues who
kindly reviewed manuscripts before publication.

The theme of the conference was ‘Spectacle in the eighteenth century,’
and we were fortunate in attracting submissions that reflected this
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central concern in a variety of pertinent ways: our contributors deal with

subjects ranging from musical extravaganzas and socialites on display

to theatrical performance and the visualising techniques created by early

novelists. We hope that our readers will find this interdisciplinary col-

lection a useful guide to the manifold meanings of spectacle in the
eighteenth century.

Kathleen JAMES-CAVAN

Peter HYNES

University of Saskatchewan
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