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charge institutionnelle des problèmes 
sociaux pose de douloureux enjeux de 
mémoire » (Conclusion). Ce propos 
est exemplifié par une présentation 
succincte des orphelins de Duplessis 
et des pensionnats pour Autochtones. 
Avec cette cyberexposition, l’équipe de 
recherche du chrs offre finalement une 
synthèse détaillée et accessible sur le 
« développement d’un important réseau 
d’institutions privées et publiques de 
prise en charge de la pauvreté, de la 
maladie et de la déviance » (Accueil). Cette 
cyberexposition a un grand potentiel 
pédagogique autant au niveau secondaire 
qu’au niveau collégial et universitaire. La 
concision de certaines explications est 
d’ailleurs compensée par la richesse de la 
bibliographie et des documents d’archives 
présentés. L’exposition représente aussi 
un point de départ important pour 
toutes les recherches portant sur la 
société québécoise des 19e et 20e siècles. 
La présentation des individus ayant 
fréquenté ces institutions propose enfin 
un nouvel angle de vue sur l’expérience et 
le vécu de cette prise en charge des plus 
vulnérables. 

Meggie Sue Cadrin
Université Laval

Jonathan Clapperton and Liza Piper, 
Environmental Activism on the Ground: 
Small Green and Indigenous Organizing 
(Calgary: University of Calgary Press, 
2019) 

Conceptualised in response to he-
gemonies of big green organisations 
within environmental discourse, this 
volume contains a curated collection of 
works that both criticise the erasure of 
Indigenous action from large-scale main-
stream environmental efforts, and also 
partakes in re-historicising environmen-
talism with a heterogenous lens towards 

local-level sovereignty-driven “land and 
community stewardship.” (86) 

Divided into two parts, Environmental 
Activism on the Ground begins by out-
lining tools, strategies, and processes 
undertaken by local-level environmental 
actors (Indigenous or otherwise) in Part 
1 (Processes and Possibilities). These are 
supplemented with suggestions for fu-
ture environmental action, grounded 
in empirics rather than theory. Part 2 
(Histories) contextualises roots of envi-
ronmentalist strategies and attempts to 
highlight Indigenous treaty rights within 
the history of North American environ-
mentalism. Part 2 contains the only ex-
plicitly Indigenous-authored chapter (by 
Tobasonakwut Peter Kinew), which was 
originally published in the magazine 
Alternatives, in the 1970s. 

The authors of this volume reportedly 
aimed to produce a “hopeful and optimis-
tic book,” (15) in response to the discur-
sive shifts in environmentalism towards 
“imaginative, aspirational, and future-
oriented” (15) narratives rather than ones 
that illustrate inevitability of doomed 
futures. Hope and optimism simmer 
throughout the main arguments of vari-
ous chapters, especially shining through 
in Grossman’s work, which illustrated the 
power of spatial tactics employed by local 
activists to disrupt operations of seem-
ingly-invincible big energy corporations. 
This aspect of the volume stands out as 
an act of scholar-activism by coalescing 
academic and activist goals. 

Discussions of Indigenous-settler al-
liances noted in Grossman’s work are 
similarly present in chapters by Evans, 
Leeming, Willow, and Welch. Evans’ 
chapter is intended as a hope-inspiring 
documentation of Indigenous-state con-
frontations across the Americas (North, 
Central, and South) within the con-
text of environmentalism. He histori-
cises state violence against Indigenous 
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communities and concludes by listing 
examples of successes or improvements 
in Indigenous-state relations. Similarly, 
Willow propagates cross-cultural alli-
ances as crucial components of envision-
ing environmental futures. Grossman’s 
chapter stands out by attempting to bal-
ance romanticised notions of humanist 
unity in environmental activism with 
acknowledgments of power relations be-
tween marginalised and privileged ac-
tors: “The idea of why can’t we all just get 
along (like ‘united we stand’ or ‘all lives 
matter’) is sometimes used to suppress 
marginalised voices, asking them to side-
line their demands in the interest of the 
‘common good.’” (63) 

Beyond highlighting green alliances, 
several authors encourage us to challenge 
normative definitions of environmental-
ism and conservation, while partially un-
earthing the assumptions that built them 
into existence. In her analysis of environ-
mental histories of provincial and state 
parks, DeWitt quotes Carolyn Finney to 
point out exclusion of African Americans 
from narratives around conservation 
while suggesting “historians should aim 
to broaden their definition of environ-
mentalism.” (144) Similarly, Leeming’s 
work on Canadian rural environmental-
ism grounded in post-colonial theories 
impressively upturns the normative di-
rection in which conceptual frameworks 
travel within mainstream environmental 
scholarship – from the Global North to 
Global South. Leeming’s chapter makes 
crucial contributions to the social history 
of environmentalism in North America. 
First, he counters metro-normativity in 
environmental activism discourse by fo-
cusing on rural activism; and second, his 
work expertly draws upon post-colonial 
theories of scholars from the Global 
South (Ramachandra Guha and Juan 
Martinez-Alier) to inform understand-
ings of environmentalism in rural Nova 
Scotia. Additionally, Willow asks us to 

abandon “Western-centric perspectives” 
(36) of conservation in favour of plural-
istic definitions. 

Scales, measurements, and effective-
ness of activist “successes” were cen-
tral tenets connecting various chapters 
in this volume. Zelko, Clapperton, and 
McLaughlin’s chapters towards the end 
were most prominently aimed at provid-
ing “insights into the tensions around 
size, scale, and impact that shaped his-
tories” (13) of environmentalism from 
1960s until 1980s. The authors present 
important challenges to linear narrati-
visations of environmental movements 
(from local to global, from small scale 
to large scale). Tumultuous trajectories 
of small organisations like The Society 
for Pollution and Environmental Control 
(Clapperton) and an “environmental be-
hemoth” (289) like Greenpeace (Zelko) 
presented side-by-side depict the com-
plexities of scaling movements and prob-
lematises the assumption that scaling 
upwards leads to positive growth for en-
vironmental organisations. 

Crucially, the editors point out the 
dearth of scholarship attending to 
Indigenous and small scale activism, 
placing the text in a position to address 
this lacuna in the field. It may also ben-
efit us to consider exactly how this gap is 
to be filled. A meaningful incorporation 
of Indigenous voices could have been 
demonstrated by adopting Indigenous 
theoretical frameworks of relationality 
and decoloniality and including original 
writing by Indigenous scholars/activists. 
Liza Piper’s analysis of environmental 
discourse in Alternatives magazine in 
the 1970s served as an introduction to 
the only explicitly Indigenous-authored 
chapter (Kinew), republished in this vol-
ume. As part of her content analysis of 
Alternatives’ contributor biographies, 
Piper highlights the lack of Indigenous 
voices and authorship in Alternatives in 
the 1970s. 
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In the same vein as authors of 
Alternatives writing about Indigeneity, 
Welch, Willow, and Grossman, “certainly 
foregrounded [Indigenous] affiliations 
in order to lend credibility to their abil-
ity to speak to Indigenous issues.” (161) 
These authors had significant work-based 
lived experience in their sites of research. 
Welch’s chapter shows intricate knowl-
edge of the White Mountain Apache 
Tribe’s activism, likely owing to his de-
cades of experience in Apache lands. 
Similarly, Willow’s study has resulted 
from years of working with activists in 
Grassy Narrows First Nation (Ontario) 
and West Moberly First Nations (British 
Columbia). Grossman’s experience as 
a community organiser for Native and 
rural non-native alliances to protect lo-
cal ecologies informed his work on how 
local-level climate action can pose seri-
ous confrontations to shipping and ex-
pansion practices of fossil fuel industries. 

Yet, the authors who included a posi-
tionality statement to outline their lived 
experiences of working with Indigenous 
peoples also fall short of reflecting upon 
their racial or gendered position within 
their work. Willow comes closest to ac-
knowledging her social location in her 
work: she states her Euro-American and 
middle-class identity as a position of 
privilege but does not delve into how she 
has navigated this privilege while con-
ducting research with Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous environmental activists. 
Here we may recall Indigenous scholars, 
such as Marisa Elena Duarte, signalling 
the centrality of delving into researcher 
positionality within the project of intel-
lectual decolonisation.

As the editors point out, several tools 
and processes of environmentalism with-
in and outside of green organisations 
have been highlighted within this vol-
ume – coalitions and alliances (between 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous activ-
ists; the state and activists; and the state 

and Indigenous Peoples); adaptation and 
growth trajectories of organisations; and 
incorporation of scientific expertise in ac-
tivism. Curation of chapters centring on 
various geographical areas in Part 2 lends 
itself well to re-historicising environ-
mentalism, especially in Canada, which 
can be seen as a crucial contribution of 
this volume. Overall, Environmental 
Activism on the Ground makes crucial 
contributions to contemporary environ-
mental sects within archaeology, sociol-
ogy, history, and geography. 

Chetna Khandelwal
University of Calgary

William C. Pratt, After Populism: The 
Agrarian Left on the Northern Plains, 
1900-1960 (Pierre, SD: South Dakota 
Historical Society Press, 2022) 

Farm-based protests have a long and 
important history in both the Canada 
and the United States. In the period stud-
ied in William Pratt’s insightful book, 
they were fueled by the transformation of 
agricultural economies as family farms 
confronted powerful corporate interests 
and declining returns in what increas-
ingly felt like a losing struggle. This is an 
oft-told tale and historians can usually 
recite a list of agrarian movements which 
rose and fell in various areas at differ-
ent times. Pratt examines the northern 
US plains and (to a lesser extent) the 
Canadian prairies – regions which, at 
least in the countryside, have become 
conservative strongholds. But they had, 
he explains, a significant left-wing past.

To be clear, explicitly radical orga-
nizations were never very large. The 
pre-World War I Socialist Party had a 
significant rural base, most famously in 
Oklahoma, although with a measure of 
support on the northern plains; there 
were over 17,000 subscribers to their 
weekly Appeal to Reason in the Dakotas 

Khandelwal


