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double activisme est absent au Québec,
bien quon retrouve une certaine crainte
de I« infiltration » par les mouvances
de gauche (83). Par la suite, l'autrice
s’intéresse aux influences américaines et
frangaises sur les mouvements italiens et
québécois et a la maniére dont celles-ci
contribuent a construire le sujet politique
du féminisme. Siau Québec ces influences
se sont exprimées simultanément, en
Italie on retrouve plutot un effet de vague,
I'influence frangaise suivant la tendance
américaine. Le chapitre 6 se penche plus
particulierement sur la création des
centres de santé des femmes (Québec)
et des consultori (Italie). Ces cliniques
féministes sont alors porteuses d’une
théorie sur le corps et la sexualité des
femmes et tentent — non sans difficulté
— de faire le pont entre la lutte pour
l’avortement et les pratiques d’autosanté
féministe. Suit une analyse des modes
d’organisation des groupes féministes —
se démarquant des groupes de gauche et
des syndicats — et de leur transformation
au courant des années 1980. Au Québec,
on passe a la création de groupes axés sur
des services spécialisés et en dialogue
avec I’Etat. En Italie, le mouvement
continue de créer des espaces non-mixtes,
sans attaches institutionnelles, qui se
penchent surtout sur leurs dynamiques
internes. Lavant-dernier chapitre de
l'ouvrage propose de réfléchir aux roles
des productions culturelles dans les
mouvements féministes. Michaud y
aborde les revues et journaux comme
espaces de construction identitaire et
analyse le role du théatre avec deux études
de cas : ';euvre de Jovette Marchessault
et l'impact du collectif Nemesiache/
Tre Ghinee. Enfin, le dernier chapitre
de l'ouvrage s’intéresse a ’écriture de
I'histoire des mouvements féministes,
en partant de la volonté des militantes
de documenter leur mouvement au
lendemain des périodes de mobilisations
de masse des années 1960 a 1980. Le titre

de ce dernier chapitre, « Who should
write our history? », souligne par ailleurs
la proximité entre l'autrice et son objet
d’étude, proximité qui transparait tout
au long de l'ouvrage.

Pour finir, l'ouvrage de Jacinthe
Michaud renouvelle le regard porté
sur I'histoire du mouvement féministe
au Québec, notamment a l'aune de sa
comparaison avec son homologue italien.
Plusieurs des sujets abordés par l'autrice
sont peu traités par l'historiographie
québécoise ou en sont absents, quon
pense aux centres de santé des femmes,
aux productions culturelles ou au concept
de « double activisme ». Par ailleurs,
l'ouvrage de Michaud présente les
mouvements féministes dans toute leur
complexité, par exemple en relativisant
l’'adoption de I'ensemble des groupes au
projet épistémologique du consciousness
raising. Elle aborde de front la question
de la race a lintérieur de la théorie
féministe des années 1960-1980, une
mise en relief nécessaire en 2023. Ainsi,
cet ouvrage représente certainement un
ajout considérable a I'historiographie.

MARIE-LAURENCE RABY

Université Laval

Steven High, Deindustrializing Montreal.
Entangled Histories of Race, Residence,
and Class (Montreal & Kingston: McGill-
Queen’s University Press 2022)

STEVEN HIGH’s latest book represents
a substantial contribution to North
American urban history. In it, he offers a
cross-study of two industrial neighbour-
hoods in Montréal’s southwest, Pointe-
Saint-Charles and Little Burgundy,
exploring their evolution from the 1950s
to the present day. These are case stud-
ies that he uses to explore different im-
portant debates on deindustrialization
and gentrification, two phenomena that
he links intimately, but also on the way



in which race and class interact in such
a framework. This study mobilizes fairly
traditional sources for the study of such
neighbourhoods, but also, and above all,
an impressive corpus of 150 interviews
with the inhabitants of the two neigh-
bourhoods, as well as with various eco-
nomic, social, and political actors who
have had the opportunity to intervene in
one way or another in their development.
High’s proposed research approach is
original in many respects. On the concep-
tual level, the way in which he articulates
class and race to conduct his analysis is
particularly fruitful and makes it possible
to overcome the limitations of analyses
that too often focus on one of these two
categories at the expense of the other.
The cases studied lend themselves very
well to this, as the socioeconomic, racial,
and linguistic borders of these two neigh-
bourhoods changed significantly and in
complex ways during the decades stud-
ied. This also allows High to situate the
case of Montréal within a more broadly
North American framework, clearly
demonstrating that Québec’s metropolis
is not immune to some of the dynamics
that cross the rest of the continent, and in
particular racial discrimination and seg-
regation, but that these dynamics often
manifest themselves in unexpected ways
given the particularities of Montréal and,
more broadly, of Québec society during
the second half of the 20th century.
High’s proposed research approach is
also distinguished by its active nature,
in every sense of the word. From the
start, working with oral sources almost
necessarily implies greater empathy —
even sympathy — for one’s object of re-
search. More broadly, Deindustrializing
Montreal is the result of fifteen years of
research carried out in the context of a
variety of projects, meetings, workshops,
or educational activities involving resi-
dents of the two neighbourhoods studied.
And, if that wasn’t enough, the author
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became part of the story he tells him-
self, having taken up residence in Pointe-
Saint-Charles in 2011. One of the tour
de force of the book is certainly Steven
High’s way of communicating to us this
high degree of commitment to this proj-
ect, to the neighbourhoods studied, and
to their inhabitants, while demonstrating
rigour and a critical distance that never
disappear and intervene at critical mo-
ments of the analysis.

The author’s demonstration is themati-
cally structured and follows the parallel
destinies of these two neighbourhoods
that, while adjacent to one another, have
very different characteristics and trajec-
tories. The book has three main sections:
the first is devoted to the creation of an
industrial culture in these two districts;
the second focuses on the major distur-
bances caused by the beginning of the
deindustrialization of the sector, the
various urban renewal projects that are
being deployed there, and the beginnings
of gentrification; finally, the last section
emphasizes the local mobilizations and
resistances that these disruptions arouse.
It is impossible to do justice here to the
whole of the analysis proposed by High.
Nevertheless, let me highlight some of
his main contributions. Thus, the chap-
ters devoted to Little Burgundy offer in
themselves a precious contribution to
the history of the black community of
Montréal in the 20th century, but also
a reflection on the dangers of confining
this history to this single district. High’s
study also highlights how the disastrous
urban renewal of this neighbourhood in-
formed the actions of community groups
and activists in Pointe-Saint-Charles. The
last sections of the book also offer an in-
cisive and effective analysis of the ways in
which the industrial past of Pointe-Saint-
Charles and the musical heritage of Little
Burgundy are exploited by politicians
and promoters at the turn of the 21st cen-
tury, at the expense of other, more central
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but potentially conflictual, aspects of the
history of these two neighbourhoods.
Finally, High dwells at length on the often
insidious nature of the process of gentri-
fication in these spaces.

This book is a welcomed addition to
the history of working-class and industri-
al neighbourhoods in Montréal. It makes
an original contribution to this already
popular field, in particular by integrating
the question of race more fully into its
analysis. High’s study also largely avoids
the trap of a certain idealization of life
in these neighbourhoods — unlike some
of his witnesses — or, on the contrary, of
an excessive demonization of the sub-
urbs that contributed significantly, start-
ing in the 1960s, to their devitalization.
That said, Deindustrializing Montreal is
a reminder that these suburbs, as well as
other areas of the city during this period,
remain a blind spot of urban history dur-
ing this period. That said, High’s book
offers an open and very fruitful dialogue
with North American historiography on
the subject, even if we can deplore the
much more discreet place of Québec’s
francophone historiography on the sub-
ject. For example, there is no real dia-
logue with historian Gilles Lauzon, who
devoted a book to Pointe-Saint-Charles,
and there is no reference to the work of
Dale Gilbert, quite similar to that of
High, on working-class neighbourhoods
of Québec City.

Finally, let’s add that High’s book is
magnificent. Having the format of a cof-
fee-table book rather than that of an aca-
demic monograph, it is printed on glossy
paper and richly illustrated. This iconog-
raphy, which combines old and much
more recent photos, is used very effective-
ly by the author to illustrate his analysis.
Whether it’s various glimpses of everyday
life in these neighbourhoods, the large in-
dustrial complexes of the Lachine Canal
(and their ruins), or activities related in
one way or another to High’s research

project, these images considerably en-
rich the book’s demonstration. There are
various windows on the near and distant
past, but also — which is rarer — on the re-
search process carried out by the author
and his team. I particularly appreciated
the brief analysis that the author devotes
to these well-known photos taken by of-
ficials of the City of Montréal in prepa-
ration for the destruction of apartment
buildings, workshops, and businesses in
Little Burgundy. (157-160)

Deindustrializing Montreal aims to
better understand the “prolonged agony
of deindustrialization ‘half-life’ in these
two neighbourhoods: its causes, effects,
and legacies.” (21) This is a goal that has
been largely achieved. High’s research
approach is deeply rooted in the field.
It is a work in which the voice of the re-
searcher is clearly heard and which has
much to offer readers who want to better
understand the history of these neigh-
bourhoods and the city in which they are
located. It is a study that also sheds light
on many aspects of the history of Québec
and, more broadly, of North American
urban history.

HARoOLD BERUBE

Université de Sherbrooke

Funké Aladejebi et Michele A. Johnson,
Unsettling the Great White North. Black
Canadian History (Toronto : University
of Toronto Press, 2022)

NE pu DESIR d’offrir une intervention au
sujet de la construction de ’Etat canadien
comme un espace géographique et
démographique blanc, Unsettling the
Great White North. Black Canadian
History est une contribution audacieuse
a  D’historiographie afro-canadienne.
Volumineux de plus de 600 pages,
l'ouvrage comporte 21 essais d’auteur-e-s
aux parcours variés. Les éditrices
souhaitent interrompre le mythe de la



