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BOOK NOTES / 
REFÉRÉNCES BIBLIOGRAPHIQUES 

Chris Bra zier, The No-Nonsense Guide to Da vid Co hen, Rosa de la Vega, and Ga -
World His tory (To ronto: New In ter na - bri elle Wat son, Ad vo cacy for So cial Jus -
tion al ist Pub li ca tions and Be tween the tice: A Global Ac tion and Re flec tion 
Lines, 2001) Guide (Bloomfield, CT: Kumarian, 2001) 

W I L L I A M B E I N A R T wr i tes in the T H I S B O O K might be called “The 
introduction to this book: “On no ac count No-Nonsense Guide to Or ga nizing,” if 
should we be pro tected from brave that was not some one else’s se ries! It’s a 
generalisers who seek to make sense of well-written book of sen si ble ad vice 
the whole, when so many pro fes sion als about how to build and main tain or ga ni -
cul ti vate close vi sion.” (6) Brave or not, za tions for “peo ple-centered ad vo cacy.” 
Bra zier is an un apol o getic generalizer, The ad vice is shaped by the ex periences 
with an en gag ing man ner as he con veys a of a va ri ety of suc cess ful or ga ni za tions 
sense of the forces that have shaped hu - on all con ti nents, from the South Af ri can 
man his tory over 40,000 years. “In the be - Women’s Budget Ini tia tive to the cam -
gin ning there was slime,” he writes (10), paign against Texas Oil in Ec ua dor and 
and he is at pains through out to de bunk the strug gle to re vise the land law in Cam-
pop u lar my thol o gies about var i ous eras. bo dia to fa vour poor and land less farm-
Though the book is quite short (143 ers. There are in ter est ing par al lels 
pages), it at tempts to pro vide rel a tively be tween the lat ter and the dis cus sion of 
bal anced cov er age of var i ous re gions of Black farm ers’ strug gles in the US to keep 
the world, with out priv i leg ing “West ern their land in the face of in sti tu tion al ized 
civ i li za tion.” Bra zier’s po lit i cal per spec- dis crimi nation that 1960s civil rights leg-
tive is pro gres sive, and for each era, he fo - is la tion only man aged to chip away a tiny 
cuses on the dis tri bu tion of wealth among bit. The or ga ni za tional is sues dealt with 
classes and re gions, and the rela tive in clude ev ery thing from iden ti fy ing al -
power of men and women. lies to tai lor ing mes sages for par tic u lar 

This book is one of sev eral in a New au di ences and to keep ing an or ga ni za tion 
In ter na tion al ist se ries of short-course alive when its cause hits snags. This book 
“No-Nonsense Guides,” that, in 2001, in - should be in ev ery or ga nizer’s li brary. 
cluded guides to glob al iza tion, fair trade, 
cli mate change, in ter na tional mi gra tion, 
and sex ual di ver sity. 
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Istvan Meszaros, So cial ism or Bar ba -
rism: From the “Amer i can Cen tury” to 
the Cross roads (New York: Monthly Re -
view Press, 2001) 

FOR OVER 40 YEARS, Istvan Meszaros 
has been an im por tant voice for a Marx -
ism that is at once hu man ist and rev o lu -
tion ary. In this book, Meszaros ap plies 
his philo soph i cal rig our and cath o lic 
knowl edge to the is sue of whether so cial -
ist rev o lu tion is pos si ble in the 21st cen -
tury and what it might look like. His 
thor ough go ing cri tique of con tem po rary 
cap i tal ist so cial re la tions takes aim not 
only at the so-ca l led ec o nomic 
globalizers and the de struc tion that they 
have wrought, but also at the pro po nents 
of the neb u lous “third way” ad vo cated by 
Tony Blair and other re form ist pol i ti -
cians. 

“So cial ism or bar ba rism,” of course, 
is a phrase that Rosa Lux em bourg used a 
cen tury ago to de scribe the stark choice 
fac ing hu man ity. Meszaros gives it a 21st 
cen tury qual i fi ca tion, “bar ba rism if we 
are lucky,” not ing that ex ter mi na tion of 
hu man ity is the “ul ti mate con com i tant of 
cap i tal’s de struc tive course of de vel op -
ment.” (80) Un like some of Meszaros’s 
ear lier works, that are a heavy slog be­
cause of his con cern to draw out the im -
por tance of of ten-misunderstood con -
cepts in Marx’s cor pus, So cial ism or Bar -
ba rism has a pop u lar tone, and is 
ap pro pri ate read ing for un der grad u ates. 

Debra E . Bernhardt and Ra chel Bernstein, 
Or di nary Peo ple Ex traor di nary Lives: A 
Pic to rial His tory of Working Peo ple in 
New York City (New York and Lon don: 
New York Uni ver sity Press, 2000) 

T H I S POP U LAR HIS TORY of New York 
work ers and their un ions uses pic tures 
from the 19th and 20th cen tu ries to weave 
to gether its var i ous nar ra tives, bio graph i -
cal sketches, and first-person ac counts. 
While the print is large and the words are 
min i mal, the book tries to cover the im -

por tant events of the city’s la bour his tory, 
such as the shirt waist mak ers’ strike of 
1909, the Tri an gle Shirt waist Fac tory fire 
of 1911, the wa ter front strikes of the 
1930s, and wild cat strikes of public work -
ers in the late 1960s. 

The first-person ac counts are very 
good, and the brief bi og ra phies of ev ery -
one from Sam uel Gompers and Da vid 
Dubinsky to Eliz a beth Gur ley Flynn and 
A . Philip Randolph are use ful in tro duc -
tions for those un fa mil iar with Amer i can 
la bour his tory. Lit tle wonder that the 
back cover can fea ture ac co lades from the 
likes of Studs Terkel, Su san Sarandon, 
and Da vid Dinkins. But Dinkins’ praise 
for the book as “ a gor geous mo saic of a 
book” also speaks to its ma jor short com­
ing. This book sim ply avoids the is sues of 
con flicts within the la bour move ment and 
among work ing peo ple over time. It is tri -
um phal his tory meant to in spire work ers 
in the pres ent by re fus ing to let them in on 
the is sues of skill hi er ar chies, ide ol ogy, 
gen der, col our, and eth nic ity, among oth -
ers, that both shaped la bour iden ti ties and 
re stricted the de vel op ment of a broad 
con scious ness among work ers of be ing 
mem bers of a social class that was re­
pressed by the cap i tal ist class. 

But the pic tures are very nice! 

Rich ard Kazis and Marc S . Miller, eds., 
Low-Wage Workers in the New Econ omy 
(Wash ing ton, D C : Ur ban In sti tute Press, 
2001) 

THERE IS A SIG NIF I CANT lit er a ture on 
the poor and the work ing poor that has 
been pro duced by the left , and is as sid u -
ously ig nored by pol icy-makers who are 
mostly inter ested in ca ter ing to the needs 
of the rich. This col lec tion of es says, by 
con trast, is the prod uct of the re search of a 
va ri ety of dyed-in-the-wool lib er als. Like 
the right and un like the left, they find the 
sources of pov erty in the struc tural char -
ac ter is tics of the poor as op posed to the 
struc tural char ac ter is tics of cap i tal ism. 
But, un like the right, they be lieve that a 



BOOK NOTES 383 

va ri ety of state ini tia tives could help the 
poor to change their struc tural faults. The 
causes they sup port, such as more money 
for ed u ca tional pro grams for the poor, 
and more help for fam i lies with daycare, 
are worth while enough. But there is an air 
of un re al ity about the whole en ter prise, 
and not sur pris ingly, not an ounce of his -
tor i cal anal y sis as to how so much pov erty 
and un em ploy ment has man aged to per -
sist to the pres ent when sup pos edly there 
have now been sev eral gen er a tions of 
pros per ity. 

Ste phen Collis, Mine (Van cou ver: New 
Star Books, 2001) 

THIS ONE’S HARD to re view. The cover 
in di cates: “In this book-length poem, Ste -
phen Collis plunges back in time to re con -
s t ruct the h is tory of coal on the 
[Van cou ver] Is land.” And in deed, as the 
cover prom ises, Collis, an Eng lish pro -
fes sor at Si mon Fra ser Uni ver sity with 
coal-mining fore bears, does deal with the 
min ers’ strug gles, and with the eco log i cal 
harm wrought by min ing. Some of the po -
ems (it is a se ries of po ems, de spite the 
sug ges tion on the cover, that it is one 
poem) are quite mov ing. But, on the 
whole, this is not likely to be ac ces si ble to 
coal min ers, work ers gen er ally, or even 
un der grad u ates. This re viewer, de spite an 
un der grad u ate de gree in Eng lish lit er a -
ture, and a work ing knowl edge of four 
lan guages, could not fig ure out the mean -
ing of such poem ti tles as “Of the Poem’s 
Chiar oscuro.” I got no mean ing at all out 
of some of the po ems whose ti tles were 
eas ily un der stand able. Again, go ing to 
the cover: “Echoes of Plu tarch, Le o nardo 
da Vinci, Mel ville and John Ruskin hover 
among in vo ca tions of Rob ert Dunsmuir, 
John Muir and Gin ger Goodwin.” A 
heady brew and a worth while read pre -
sumably for those who are fairly fa mil iar 
with both sets of gen tle men. 

Jack R . Cen ser and Lynn Hunt, Lib erty, 
Equal ity, Fra ter nity: Ex ploring the 
French Rev o lu tion (Uni ver sity Park, PA: 
Penn syl va nia Uni ver sity Press, 2001) 

THIS IS A BALANCED but pro gres sive 
over view of the French Rev o lu tion that 
in cludes both nar ra tive and a large set of 
doc u ments within 200 pages. As one 
would ex pect of a book that is largely a 
doc u mentary col lec tion, it is more a com-
pen dium of re cent schol arly con clu sions 
about the rev o lu tion than an ef fort to in -
tro duce new ma te ri als and a new synthe­
sis. Both un der grad u ates and gen eral 
read ers would get a good sense from this 
book of why the pop u lar forces in the re -
bel lion were crushed, the role of women 
in the rev o lu tion ary drama, de bates on 
slav ery in the col o nies, and why Na po -
leon was able to carry out a coun­
ter-revolution within the rev o lu tion. A 
cd-rom that fea tures pri mary doc u ments, 
hun dreds of im ages, and maps and songs 
is an added bo nus. 

AF 
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