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SOURCES IN THE HISTORY OF
CANADIAN TECHNOLOGY #2

Norman R. Ball

Although a great deal of acquisition work remains to be done
in Canadian libraries and archives in the fields of the hist-
ory of science and technology, some very good collections are
already in captivity. Many of these are virtually unknown and
poorly catalogued. Cataloguing and publicizing existing col-
lections relating the science and technology are two great
contributions librarians and archivists can make to the field.
One such notable contribution was made recently by the Univ-
ersity of Western Ontario when it published the catalogue to
The Beatrice Hitchins Memorial Collection of Aviation History.
Compiled by Marvin W. Hopkinson, and issued as Library Bulletin
No. 9, this well-organized catalogue of over 90 pages is avail-
able by writing to:

Mr Edward Phelps, Librarian

Regional Collection,

Weldon Library,

University of Western Ontario

London, Ont.

The collection is the gift of the estate of the late Professor
Fred H. Hitchins, aviation historian, who taught at UWO from
1960 to 1970. Professor Hitchins was Air Historian of the
R.C.A.F. and an evaluation of the strengths, weaknesses and
nature of the collection is given in the catalogue by W.A.B.
Douglas, Director, Directorate of History at National Defence
Headquarters, Ottawa. The catalogue and the collection consists
of two major parts. The first is manuscript material. The
second is printed works, primarily monographs on the history of
aviation. One hopes that other libraries will follow the ex-
ample set by Western.

* % %

The Public Archives of Canada has recently received what is
undoubtedly the largest single existing source of biographical
and professional information on Canadian engineers, The ap-
proximately 120 linear feet of membership files of the Engin-
eering Institute of Canada start in 1887 and run to the present.
They are part of the Engineering Institute of Canada Papers
which were recently transferred to the PAC. The author is
presently organizing and cataloguing the collection and a
complete finding aid should be available in several months.

In all cases the membership files give a summary of education
and professional experience up to the date of application.

In some cases these are supplemented by additional information
such as obituaries or later career summaries. A further note
regarding the extent and nature of the collection will be
published soon.




