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585Comptes rendus bibliographiques

dans la recherche de justice sociale, il faut 
impérativement comprendre comment cette 
méthode nourrit la réflexion éthique sur notre 
rôle de chercheur dans la société, qui demeure 
toujours incertain et perfectible.

In fine, faire de la recherche un acte de 
résistance implique une nouvelle démarche 
qu’Adam Gaudry appelle la recherche 
insurgée, qui permet de reprendre le contrôle 
par les communautés de leurs propres histoire 
et langage à condition d’admettre que la 
recherche pour la justice sociale peut être 
capable du meilleur comme du pire.

Ainsi, en 10 chapitres, toute la complexité 
de l’approche résistante de la recherche est 
mise en lumière. La part de l’émotion que 
porte l’ouvrage est frappante et indique 
bien un caractère opposé des approches 
anti­oppressives à celles de la froideur de 
méthodes scientifiques occidentales. En 
lisant l’ouvrage, je suis parvenue à trouver un 
réconfort dans ma conviction d’un chercheur 
occidental insider, adepte de l’urbanisme 
alternatif partagé, indigné face à l’oppression 
des multinationales du savoir prônant 
l’obligation d’obéissance aux injonctions 
méthodologiques occidentales dans tout 
acte de recherche. En nous conformant à 
ces injonctions, sommes­nous réellement 
en train d’aider la communauté par nos 
résultats, ou sommes­nous plutôt en train 
de chercher la visibilité internationale à 
tout prix ? La reconfiguration des villes par 
le marché génère aujourd’hui la violence 
urbaine. Quels intérêts servons­nous alors en 
faisant la recherche sur les systèmes urbains 
intelligents, le système de santé publique, le 
relogement des habitants des bidonvilles, les 
principes socioéconomiques de la politique 
urbaine de développement, ou autres sujets 
de justice sociale ? Quelle part dans nos 
recherches urbaines prennent les questions 
d’actualité que posent les nouvelles minorités 
oppressées : celles des personnes sans 
domicile fixe (SDF), des réfugiés politiques 
et religieux, ou des migrants climatiques ?

Face à l’oppression du mondialisme, les 
12 contributeurs, comme les 12 apôtres 

de l’altruisme scientifique nouveau, nous 
donnent quelques clés de lecture des dangers 
qu’induit le manque de respect de l’autre. 
C’est en cela que l’ouvrage est revivifiant. 
C’est en cela qu’il porte l’espoir.

Ewa BEREZOWSKA­AZZAG
École Polytechnique d’Architecture  

et d’Urbanisme d’Alger, Laboratoire Ville,  
Urbanisme et Développement durable 

Alger (Algérie)

BAUDER, Harald and SHIELDS, John (dir.) (2015) 
Immigrant experiences in North America: 
Understanding settlement and integration. Toronto, 
Canadian Scholars’ Press, 450 p. (ISBN 978­1­
55130­714­5)

This edited volume provides a comprehensive 
introduction to the array of settlement issues 
and experiences facing immigrants in Canada 
and the United States. The list of contributors 
is impressive with leading scholars on several 
topics writing chapters (e.g., Beiser on health, 
Siemiatycki on policy, Wang on retailing to 
name a few), and two renowned scholars, 
Bauder and Shields, curating the volume as 
editors. The result is a fairly exhaustive and 
intentionally transdisciplinary book. I was 
initially skeptical about the book’s broad 
focus on North America, given the vastly 
different approaches to immigration in the 
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almost two­dozen countries that make up the 
continent. This volume focuses exclusively 
on Canada and the United States as host 
countries, with some mention of other North 
American countries as sources of migrants. 
The editors make a good case for studying 
the United States and Canada together, using 
a comparative approach. The incorporation 
of at least two case studies in each chapter 
serves this purpose well. 

As a collection on settlement and integration, 
this book has all the substantive areas 
expected, including history and policy 
approaches to immigration; settlement 
patterns; employment and education patterns; 
and gendered experiences. The volume also 
includes novel chapters on ethnic retailing, 
security, ethnic media and food security. The 
editors are to be commended for including 
immigrant health and access to health 
care into two separate chapters, as well as 
dedicating substantial space to issues of 
marginalization in two distinct chapters on 
inequality and gender, but also throughout 
many others. The lack of a specific chapter on 
citizenship is an obvious gap that the editors 
note in the introduction. While they state this 
focus is beyond the scope of this volume, 
I would argue that immigrant experiences 
cannot be discussed apart from citizenship 
as it is the desired outcome for many and 
shapes how and what immigrants experience 
during the settlement and integration process 
(Joppke and Morawska, 2002). Beyond being 
an official status, citizenship is a social process 
(or arguably a cultural ethic in Canada) that 
intends to produce experiences of belonging 
for newcomers whether or not they become 
full citizens (Leitner and Ehrkamp, 2006). 
Sharma (Chapter 8) comes the closest to a 
fulsome discussion on social citizenship 
but the inclusion of an independent chapter 
would be ideal to emphasize its importance.

I struggled with the transdisciplinary approach 
to this book. On the one hand this is a suitable 
approach to capture the complexity of 
immigrant settlement and integration issues, 
and as noted above, the editors have captured 

an impressive array of experiences here. 
However, the volume lacks a strong theoretical 
or disciplinary foundation that would assist 
readers—the editors target middle to upper year 
undergraduates—in situating or interpreting 
the chapter contents within their respective 
field of study. In my own teaching, I would 
find particular chapters very helpful, but as a 
course text I would need to supplement heavily 
to maintain the social­spatial focus for senior 
undergraduates in geography / planning. 
I believe this book to be better suited for 
topic­based courses or programs, such as 
Ryerson University’s graduate program 
in Immigration and Settlement Studies or 
as a required reading for senior graduate 
students studying immigration and settlement 
who have developed sufficient disciplinary 
expertise to interpret and apply the diverse 
material covered. 

Finally, this book was published in 2015 
before Donald Trump was elected as President 
of the United States on an anti­immigration 
platform, and before Justin Trudeau was 
elected as Prime Minister of Canada using the 
dichotomous platform of diversity as strength. 
In the two years between when this book was 
published and this review written, the impact 
of these political events and others including 
Brexit on the trajectory and experiences of 
immigrants in North America has likely been 
great. Despite the impossibility of including 
these events in this edition of the book, their 
absence is obvious now and so I look forward 
to seeing how these are incorporated into 
potential future editions.
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