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Abstract: In this paper, the author discusses issues relating to the social and political
history of Georgia in the 8" and 9™ centuries, through the analysis of the conditions
surrounding the founding of St. George Church at Ubisa. Although the nature of this kingdom's
ruling family is still disputed, most scholars agree that the kings of the Abkhazians were
Georgian in culture and language. In order to eliminate the Byzantine religious influence,
the dynasty subordinated the local dioceses to the Georgian Orthodox patriarchate of
Miuskheta. The discussion will touch on monastic life in the kingdom of the Abkhazians and Tao-
Klarjeti, which later leads to the ideological and political reintegration of these two Georgian
political entities.
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