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Article abstract
Mikhaïl Bakhtine's work takes very important positions in relation to the
possibilities of the analysis of cultural manifestations in contemporary society.
It contributes significantly in this way to the debate surrounding the
development of "cultural sciences" or "sciences of the mind", which has been
present in the human sciences since the end of the 19th century, particularly in
relation to the problems of "social memory" and the "meaning of history". By
showing how Bakhtine's ideas work toward the extension of the cultural
sciences and by initiating an implicit dialogue with Hegelian
onto-epistemology, this paper shows how the important theoretical
developments concerning problems of comprehension and interpretation can
be understood in Bakhtine's work. By drawing particular attention to the way
in which Bakhtinian analyses of discourse and literature (novelistic) contribute
to greater possibilities in cultural analysis in general, the author suggests how
sociology can benefit from these positions which make "historical poetics"
comprehensible.
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