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Article abstract
The sociology of social movements deals with the totality of ethnic claims
articulated by minority groups in national contexts where their expression is
limited. This approach supposes that claims for ethnic recognition indicate a
will to come to terms in new ways with political and cultural orders which are
the basis of democratic balance. The analysis of ethnic demands as they find
their expression in different national formulations, such as those in France and
Romania, indicates the new directions that are appearing. In this regard,
ethnicity takes its place among the totality of cultural demands which have
shaken up the value system on which most cultural orders in modern societies,
be they democratic or not, are based.
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