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Article abstract
This paper presents a part of the results of two socio-anthropological research
projects carried out in France on men having sexual relations with men and
women, independent of their socio-sexual identity. The analysis deals first with
different perceptions of sexuality and its consequences for the construction of
meaning, and then on the management of preventive behaviors. It appears,
through the re-examination of the notions of "multi-partnership", of
"occasional sex" and of "faithfulness", that the main point of rupture in the
management of HIV risk is above all dependent on the varaible gender of
sexual partners, even if the understanding of this mechanism can not be
reduced to a basic male female opposition.
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