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Article abstract
Previous work on lesbian teachers led this author to conclude that most lesbian
elementary and secondary teachers in Ontario do not feel safe coming out in
the classroom, despite a human rights bill that protects their jobs. But what of
tenured, university professors? This paper addresses the assumptions often
made and the reasons given for why lesbians (or gay men, or bisexuals) who
are teachers, at any level of schooling, should or should not disclose their
sexual orientation to their students. The author explores the questions that
arise out of what it means to come out in class, the pedagogical and political
implications of these disclosures, as well as the external pressures on teachers
to come out for various reasons.
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