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Article abstract
What has corne to be designated as the "youth crisis" within advanced
industrial societies is characterized principally by: 1) the deterioration of the
socioeconomic conditions of the young, 2) the mutation of the cultural model of
youth, 3) the relative deregulation of determinants contributing to the social
construction of youth and the passage to adulthood (establishing a household
outside the family of origin, entry into the labour market, parenthood), 4) the
emergence of institutionalized marginal zones constituted by movement
alternating between school attendance, unsuccessful attempts at lasting
integration into the labour market, and recourse to insurance and social
assistance mechanisms, creating a multitude of life trajectories broken into
small pieces which take on the traits of precariousness and exclusion, and
finally, 5) the polarization of youth into two groups whose social itineraries are
distinct and increasingly distant. These tendencies toward crisis are explored
here, on the basis of the conclusions of research whose object was to
reconstitute the debates reflecting the central areas of confrontation and to
analyze the action systems by which social policies destined for the youth of
Quebec are being elaborated and transformed.
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