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Article abstract
Sociology must face the local nature of the knowledge and objects that are
present as intermediaries in its empirical studies. This paper proposes using
the referents of social place (the language, space and time of social action) in
orienting the case study approach. Seeing knowledge and social practices in
contemporary societies as situated in space rather than being strictly local, the
author defines the rules of the methods which make the identification of the
regionalization of social analysis possible, on the basis of the description of the
process of assimilation and accomodation (J. Piaget) which knowledge and
social practices exhibit. Supporting this approach, a serial analysis of
information, using qualitative computer techniques, is proposed in order to
reconstruct the social forms which make up a regionalized economy.
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