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Article abstract
The field of social mobility studies has long been under the hegemony of one
and only one technique of empirical observation, i.e. the survey research. This
technique having its own blind spots, as any technique does, its total
domination has resulted in the disappearance, not only from collected data but
soon from sociological thinking as well, of a huge number of relevant
phenomena. It thus became necessary to develop other techniques giving
access to these phenomena. One is proposed here, namely the method of Social
Genealogies Commented and Compared. It aims at combining on one hand the
flexibility of the observation grid, thus making it possible to register the
particularities of such phenomena as the varying processes through which life
trajectories are shaped, the differing modalities of passing on from one
generation to the next some elements of social status, the local rules of the
games of generalized social competition ; and on the other hand, it aims to
keep on recording factual data which can be coded and thus computer
processed. Coming back to the issue of statistical respresentativity, it is
demonstrated that it actually rests upon a hidden assumption, which is that
national societies are homogeneous as a result of modernization. If this
assumption was taken for granted during the Cold War, it is now being
questioned by the emerging crisis of nation states. Hence geopolitical forces,
which had previously aided in the hegemony of the survey research over the
field of social mobility, are now moving in the other direction and add their
specific strength to the inner dynamics of sociology : both work in their own
way towards the opening of new methodological alternatives to the
construction and study of the object " social mobility ".
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