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Article abstract
This paper is made up of three parts. The first presents feudalism as a
conceptual element important in understanding the history of New France and
Lower Canada. The second part is a theoretical reflection on the fundamental
processes of transition and the industrial revolution. These two processes are
presented as being distinct, even if there is temporal overlapping. The third
part explores in broad terms how the transition from feudalism to capitalism
in the Saint Lawrence valley profoundly influenced the nature of Quebec
industrial society. In conclusion, the links between the economic
characteristics of national oppression and the specificity of the industrial
revolution in Quebec is presented, a specificity which is witness to the
importance of the Laurentian path to capitalism.
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