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Article abstract
On the basis of a brief examination of the events and struggles surrounding the
transition to capitalism in Japan from the middle of the nineteenth century
onward, the author of this paper presents a non-deterministic inter-preptation
of this transition. He takes issue over certain earlier explanations which saw
the transition to capitalism in Japan as the almost automatic consequence of
trends present in the Edo period (1600-1868), and insists on the gradual
construction of transition in the wake of events and struggles. This
interpretation is based on authors (Bourdieu, Castoriadis) who have insisted on
the complexity of causality in the social sphere, on the partial and transitory
nature of social organizations, and on the gradual construction of historical
evolutions.
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