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Article abstract
The innovation represented by access to higher education by the first women
from the bourgeoisie in France, particularly in those institutions offering
mostly programs in teaching and the intellectual professions, can not be
understood without taking into account not only the social, political and
economic transformations which took place between 1880 and 1930, but also
the volume of the cultural and economic capital transmitted through families,
and especially the structure of capital and the evolution of this structure over
several generations. In the 1960s, in a period of great expansion in women's
access to education and to the labor market, the volume and structure of
capital still constitute important factors in explaining the intellectual
'vocations' in particular. The contrast between the École normale supérieure de
Sèvres at which students were studying to become teachers and Political
Science where students were attending above all as a 'general culture'
complement is a good illustration of this.
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