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Article abstract
Is is tree that Talcott Parsons was late to recognize the place of law in social life
and that he did not deal with it as much as we might have expected him to,
considering the influence which Weber and Durkheim exerted on him.
Analyses of law and the legal profession can, however, be found at different
points in Parsons' work, and have been neglected by most of his commentators.
Law and the legal profession seem important to Parsons, particularly as partial
answers to the problem of social order, as factors to be considered in change
and social evolution, and as fundamental dimensions of modernity. These
analyses finally brought him to question the reasons why contemporary
sociologists have not dealt with the role and social functions of law. However,
Parsons' sociology of law reveals a weakness in his thought: the modern state
was not studied and analyzed in depth by Parsons, which could but only be
harmful to his legal sociology.
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