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Article abstract
Different professions in different societies at different moments in time follow
different paths in reaching their goal of social closure. The success of a
professionalization project is influenced as much by the political context as by
the efficiency of the profession itself, the latter depending on various
intellectual, ideological and social resources. All modern professions are
organized (or claim to be) for the production of a "true discourse", or, at least,
of a "truer" discourse than that of their rivals and of the public composed of
non-experts. An analysis of the production of such forms of discourse is
proposed, inspired by Foucault and Bourdieu. The de-politicization inherent in
the professions is also discussed with the help of historical examples of
professionalization which show technocratic tendancies. Finally, different
levels of sociological analysis at which research on professions can be
theoretically situated, are clarified.
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