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Article abstract
Professional group political-economic or "guild" power cannot be understood,
in either its rise or its fall, without a comparative and historical perspective.
The relations among state, capitalist sectors, and the learned professions have
evolved in ways that have led to decreased guild power for individual-service
professions or sectors of professions and possibly a rise of some which directly
serve advanced capitalism. After presenting a series of analytical dimensions,
the article inspects the complex relations among state bodies, political parties,
sectors of capitalism, and the professions of medicine, law and engineering.
Case studies illustrate the role of the state in each of four nations : the U.S.,
Great Britain, Italy, and France. Similarities and differences in the fate of each
profession are then considered comparatively across all these nations.
Implications for existing theories of profesionnal power are considered in the
conclusion.
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