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Article abstract
Professional corporatism is particularly strong in Quebec where professional
monopolies have existed since 1847. The proliferation of professional privilege
and the fear that this would have negative effects on consumers caused the
state to intervene in Quebec in 1973, by means of legislation, in an attempt to
regulate professional activities. Taking the health services sector as field for
observation, this paper describes two specific interventions: the introduction
of professional inspection, i.e. the obligation of corporations to actively watch
over the activities of their members in order to guarantee their quality, and the
setting up of a mechanism for the delegation of professional acts, to favor a
flexible division of work in the health field adapted to the needs of the
population. These interventions are described and analyzed through the
dominant theories in the sociology of professions.
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