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Article abstract
The work of public health professionals serving children may be defined from
a dual and contradictory perspective, playing an instrumental role which
proceeds from the positivist and instrumental status of the human and life
sciences and from a political mandate; and an institutional role related to
professional autonomy, a mission to protect the public health order and a
public service mission. Attempts to move beyond these contradictions and to
manage them have led to a collective reflection on how judgments, acts and
decisions relating to situations are made, from an ethical and political point of
view.
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