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Article abstract
Taking stock of contemporary studies in the sociology of development,
especially in its neo-Marxist version, leads one rapidly to the acknowledgement
of a crisis, if not of an impasse. The object of this paper is to show how this
impasse could be transcended. A critical re-examination of the notions of
metatheory and of theory as they relate to empirical research makes it possible
to identify the confusion we now see between these two, and supplies the
necessary elements for a better linkage between metatheory and empirical
research. A program of research in the sociology of development is outlined on
the basis of the compatibility between such different theories as those of
dependency reversal and the feminist theories of gender and development.
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