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Article abstract
Following in the wake of a certain epistemological and analytical crisis in
positivism (its methodology is mercifully in good shape), a revival in the
popularity and "scientific" legitimacy of various "comprehensive" analytical
approaches in the social sciences has been witnessed over the last ten years.
However, by insisting on the significant subjective dimension of action, these
interpretive approaches have brought the problem of normativity inherent in
the research object, as well as the problem of the "ideological" implication of
the human sciences, back into the centre of epistemological preoccupations.
The question now is to know to what extent the so-called human sciences are
prepared to accept, from a theoretical point of view, this dual objective and
subjective dimension of their cognitive practice, seen in critical relationship
with society. It is also a question as to whether the human sciences have at
their disposal an adequate model for recognizing this normative dimension in
its ontological and epistemological specificity. This paper sets out to outline just
such a model from a philosophical point of view in order to identify some main
ideas relating to a pedagogical réorientation, introspective rather than
dogmatic, of the normative task which has fallen to the human sciences in
contemporary society.
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