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Article abstract
The authors propose a comparative study of the development of various
thematic and analytical orientations of the theoretical approaches to social
conflict as seen in sociological research in Quebec universities over the period
1970-1983. These are Marxisl sociology and the sociology of social movements.
It is shown that these two sociologies occupy very different positions. Whereas
the annual production of studies in the sociology of social movements has not
stopped growing since 1970, discursive Marxist production has shown a
tendency to decrease since 1978. The examination of chosen subjects and of the
conceptual field favored in the two analytical approaches demonstrates that
the two are at odds: the "problems" which preoccupy researchers are very
different depending on the approach used, and from a more epistetnological
point of view, the definition they give of social conflict, and the groups they
identify at the heart of the conflicts analyzed are obviously very different. It is
also shown that it is possible to establish a link between the growth or decline
of an approach and its conceptual capacity to deal with social phenomena
which come to light in given social and political circumstances.
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