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Article abstract
The construction sector in France is characterized by a particularly high rate of
occupational accidents. From a series of ethnographic type observations, the
author analyzes the visits of work inspectors to construction sites as a process
of the social construction of risks and as negotiations relating to safety
measures. The construction example demonstrates the influence of the degree
of stability of forms of work organization on the application of a policy for the
prevention of occupational risks. The author shows the many difficulties that
the severe instability of construction sites creates for interventions by
inspectors, both in the identification of risks and in the control of the effective
installation of protective measures.
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