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Article abstract
Establishing causal relationships between variables has been one of the most
common operations in sociology. However, after it became evident that
transversal analysis did not make it possible to validate causal relationships,
recourse to longitudinal analysis seemed for many to be a way out. There too,
however, it was established that longitudinal analysis could only partially
remove the limits on our capacity to prove causal relationships, without
eliminating them altogether. Three models for relationships between variables
are defined here and their capacity for generating survey data verified. Even
though a formal procedure for investigating these models is used, it is clear
that choosing one of the three contradictory models remains difficult. The
intention of this paper is not to discredit the use of longitudinal data, but to
emphasize a few of the difficulties in applying different methods of analysis to
these types of data.

https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/
https://www.erudit.org/en/
https://www.erudit.org/en/
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/socsoc/
https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/001032ar
https://doi.org/10.7202/001032ar
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/socsoc/1986-v18-n2-socsoc100/
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/socsoc/





























