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Article abstract
In this paper, the author tackles the question of the crisis in political
representation, that is, the challenge now being faced by political organization
in the way it represents social actors and social interests. He first describes the
two main conditions necessary to ensure that the various social components of
the population be represented politically : a capacity for organizing
autonomously and for expressing views by means of public opinion is
required. In short, democracy needs established social forces independent of
political power and the state, and public opinion which is both critical and
tolerant. The author then analyzes the crisis of representativity itself, which
manifests itself at the party level, at the level of social forces, and of public
opinion. The concluding part of this essay deals with the causes of this crisis
and with means of coming out of it.
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