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Article abstract
The economic crisis presently hitting many countries has given rise to an
offensive against the welfare state. Through an analysis of the case of Italy, and
particularly of the situation in the southern regions of Italy, the author
maintains that it would be more appropriate to speak of a crisis within the
welfare state, than of a crisis of the welfare state. Examining the policies
applied in the southern regions, the author shows how welfare policies are
developed during and as an effect of the crisis. According to him, it is because
of the economic and social crisis that certain welfare policies are cut back,
while others are modified or even developed.
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