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Article abstract
In the critical analysis of the relationship between intellectuals and the state,
three categories of intellectuals can be distinguished : scientists or specialists in
the so-called pure or applied sciences, specialists in the so-called social sciences
or humanities, and ideologists. The way they are described seeks to confirm a
two-fold illusion - the illusion in which power cloaks intellectuals, and the
illusion that intellectuals entertain in relation to themselves and to their
relation to power, and more specifically, to the state. This argumentation tends
to demonstrate that neither the social sciences nor the exact sciences can be
easily seen in isolation or dissociated from modern forms of government,
management, and administration which require their services. According to
the author, criticism, which is the typical attitude of the left-wing intellectual,
participates in power just as does the apology of power put forward by the
right-wing intellectual, insofar as criticism plays the role of loyal opposition to
power, on its territory and on its terms.
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