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Article abstract
The state plays an important role in the process of restructuring the
relationship between Capital and Labour, particularly during periods of crisis.
Through an ¡n-depth analysis of self-help housing struggles that took place in
New York City and in West Berlin over the last decade, the authors of this
article attempt to define the bases, the implications and the results of these
struggles. They ask whether self-help can be coopted and used by the state in
the context of the current crisis of capitalist accumulation, or whether it will
remain in the hands of alternative social movements as a concept and a social
practice which allows the development of a new subjectivity and a new vision
of society.
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