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Article abstract
West German sociologist Jürgen Habermas is in the process of developing a
theoretical programme oriented toward the reconstruction of historical
materialism which has enjoyed a relatively limited reception within the
francophone milieu, despite its affinities with contemporary francophone
critical sociology. This reception has been rendered difficult by several factors :
the internal development of his project, its strategy of concrete negation which
has required a dialogue with heterogeneous intellectual traditions, and a break
with the original Frankfurt School. His epistemological distinctions between
work, interaction and critique must be assessed in relation to their
contribution to overcoming what he has perceived to be the three principal
weaknesses of traditional critical theory : ambiguous normative foundations, a
philosophical concept of truth and an under-estimation of the possibilities of
the democratic State.
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