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Article abstract
Although Weber scarcely used the term, the issue of ideology is central to his
work. However, whereas a poorly justified tradition has reduced his position to
one of an idealism inspired by obsessive anti-Marxism, it is clear that his
preoccupations are in fact elsewhere, outside of a materialistic or spiritualistic
choice of the "dominant factor". Once the principle is put forward according to
which an ideology can, like any other " singular element", play the role of cause
or consequence in the social context, Weber examines the nature of a
methodology which could " de-ideologize " the "sciences of concrete reality".
The strength of his conceptions do not, however, take him beyond a "judgment
of objective possibility". The researcher, like the social agent, functions more
by values than by rationality, and recognizing this fact constitutes one of the
essential factors in the development of our field.
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