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Article abstract
Although not systematic, the various remarks and reflections formulated by
Durkheim and his colleagues throughout their various research activities
constitute the elements of a sociology of science. Science is seen as a mode of
acquiring knowledge distinct from common sense, and is analyzed either as a
social institution related to society through the intermediary of opinion, or as a
relatively autonomous community with the responsibility of developing rules
and social norms and of imposing them on its members. However, due to the
mainly positivist conception of science held by the Durkheimians, this latter
conception of the make-up of science as object of sociological analysis has
remained only partially developed.
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