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Article abstract
A number of commentators have detected shifts, discontinuities, or even a real
"break" in Durkheim's intellectual itinerary. On the strength of our present
knowledge of his biography, both intellectual and personal, this break may be
characterized and dated quite precisely as contemporary to his work Le
suicide. Even though many interpretations of Durkheim situate him within the
sociology of anomie, the concept of anomie is far from central to his work as a
whole. The development of this concept coincides with a critical phase -
characterized by anomie - in the intellectual biography of the founding father
of French sociology.
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