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Article abstract
Action research represents less a new research method in the social sciences
than a new type of relationship between researchers and social groups
engaged in the dynamics of action. In the Lewinian tradition, action research is
a participative and educative project in social experimentation. Such a project,
in practice, raises several stakes in power relationships and in cultural
dominance among researchers, practitioners and social groups. It questions, in
the broader context, the social utility of research on social change. A rapid
overview of some alternative models (social action, hermeneutic, existentialist)
is introduced to bring the fundamentally Lewinian approach of this paper into
perspective.
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