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Article abstract
This paper analyzes energy and environmental issues in the United States in
terms of three contrasting theories of technology : high, low and mid-level. The
social movements' (e.g. environmental, consumers and anti-nuclear)
challenges to the validity of high technologies are discussed. Premises of
technological determinism implicit in the low technology thesis (e.g. Amory
Lovins' Hard and Soft Paths) are presented. Mid-level technology, a highly
productive yet relatively small scale form of technology, is suggested as a
non-deterministic alternative to high and low technologies.
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