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Article abstract
Preschool children were videotaped in naturalistic situations tending to elicit
coy behavior toward strange adults. In a first study eight elements of coy
expressions were identified from these tapes. In a second study forty-six 2-, 3-,
4- and 5-year-old children were videotaped in a novel situation involving
approach by a friendly stranger in the presence of the mother. Age-differences
in the complexity of coy expressions were analyzed, and the results indicate :
a) that two- and three-year-old children display expressions of very low
complexity ; and b) that there is a significant increase in complexity of coy
expressions between three and four years of age. The results are discussed in
terms of : methods for coding nonverbal behavior; the development of
nonverbal communication; the proposed form and function of coy behavior;
and the decline in mother-child attachment-behavior.
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