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Article abstract
From among the most common of childhood games, playing with dolls and
hide and seek were selected for observation. Groups of children two years of
age, three and four years of age, five and six years of age, and seven years of
age were observed in non-structured situations with the objective of tracing
the evolution of each age group. The analysis of behavior patterns by age group
and by game reveals conduct common to each age group and parallel from one
game to another. The interpretation of these observations shows the increasing
distance between the child and his surroundings, the process of progressing
from the mastery of gestures to their integration within a role, and the
exploration of objects' properties and their coordination within an integrated
system.
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