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Article abstract
To date;, methods used to study hierarchy have scarcely made any distinction
between dyadic relations and group relations, and define inadequately, from
our point of view, the relationships between hierarchy and cooperation. A
method of analysing hierarchy based on tasks is presented here, talking into
account relations of one individual with another as well as relations of each
individual with the group as a whole. The example used to illustrate the
method is that of three boys ranging from eight to ten years old, who worked
together on a collective drawing. The paper concludes with a comparison of
hierarchy based on tasks and hierarchy based on access to materials, and some
hypotheses concerning the links between hierarchy, task and cooperation in
the course of child development are formulated.
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