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Article abstract
The government document New Perspectives on the Health of Canadians gives
the impression that it treats the Canadian « population » as if all social classes
are exposed to the same conditions and risks. The first section of the present
investigation, in addressing itself to the questions of mortality rates and life
expectancy, demonstrates the existence of health inequalities according to
different social classes. The second demonstrates that policies aimed at
remedying these inequalities, in particular the programmes concerning the
care of patients, the fight against poverty and transfer payments, have had
some impact upon redistribution, but, bearing in mind the adverse effect of
other factors, their impact has been quite weak. H seems that it will be quite
difficult to break the vicious circle of poverty and sickness in Canada.
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