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Article abstract
Breton observed that, in comparison with young English Canadians, young
French Canadians had very high educational and professional aspirations.
After a brief review of the literature on the relationship between social
stratification and aspirations, the authors challenge Breton's data and his
frame of reference. They show that his sample of secondary school students
introduces a selection among the French Canadians since the way in which the
dependent variables were defined artificially raises the aspirations of French
Canadians. Repeating Breton's analysis inside of Quebec, the authors obtain
different results. For them, Quebec appears to be an entity which is more
sociologically significant than Canada as a whole for a comparative analysis of
the aspirations of young French and English Canadians.
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