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Article abstract
The notion that social modernization is linked to technical or economic
modernization is put to the test here through the application of criteria of
social modernization to two countries with appreciably different economic
characteristics - the United States and Greece. The criteria of social
modernization used were the options open to the individual, and the absence
of differentiation in the accessibility of such options according to sex. The
analysis of data concerning six important options in private and professional
life shows that in terms of the two criteria chosen, Greece has a higher level of
social modernization than the United States. This leads to the conclusion that
social modernization does not necessarily go hand in hand with technical and
economic modernization.
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