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Article abstract
As major economic growth came to Quebec between 1896 and 1915, the
massive introduction of French-Canadian workers on the national scene
brought forth an important organizational problem. This situation was to lead
simultaneously two groups of people - the promoters of Catholic labour unions
and those of international unions - to contest existing arrangements and
favour the reconstitution of societal life according to new patterns. The author
puts into meaningful perspective the attitudes and ideologies of the two groups
by analyzing the normative orientations of their members - that is, what
motivated them at the time to accept involvement and was to be later at the
origin of some of their collective values. These orientations, which guided and
structured their common intention of playing a role in the social organization
of industrial Quebec, not only contradicted one another but were also put in
opposition.
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