
Tous droits réservés © Les Presses de l'Université de Montréal, 1997 This document is protected by copyright law. Use of the services of Érudit
(including reproduction) is subject to its terms and conditions, which can be
viewed online.
https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/

This article is disseminated and preserved by Érudit.
Érudit is a non-profit inter-university consortium of the Université de Montréal,
Université Laval, and the Université du Québec à Montréal. Its mission is to
promote and disseminate research.
https://www.erudit.org/en/

Document generated on 07/18/2025 1:15 p.m.

Meta
Journal des traducteurs
Translators' Journal

Consideration in Translating English/Chinese Contracts
Deborah Cao

Volume 42, Number 4, décembre 1997

URI: https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/002199ar
DOI: https://doi.org/10.7202/002199ar

See table of contents

Publisher(s)
Les Presses de l'Université de Montréal

ISSN
0026-0452 (print)
1492-1421 (digital)

Explore this journal

Cite this article
Cao, D. (1997). Consideration in Translating English/Chinese Contracts. Meta,
42(4), 661–669. https://doi.org/10.7202/002199ar

Article abstract
This paper addresses some of issues that have arisen in the English I Chinese
translation of contracts. As Chinese and English are distinct in their linguistic,
cultural and legal traditions, the problems confronting the legal translators are
diverse and complex and they sometimes go beyond linguistic or translation
boundaries. The paper discusses the areas of translation of legal concepts, legal
language and cultural barriers with examples taken from actual practice. It
argues that a sophisticated level of linguistic, cultural and legal knowledge is a
prerequisite for an English / Chinese contract translator.
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