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Article abstract
In 1923 appeared the translation into Hindi by Premchand, the celebrated
Indian novelist and short-story writer, of Anatole France's Thaïs. The
production and publication of this translation, a close but not blindly faithful
version, was a distinctly political act: the choice of a text not part of the
literature of the colonial power constituted an attempt towards the liberation
of Indian literature from the tutelage of the imperially-inducted master
literature, English. This gesture was repeated by other translators during both
the pre-lndependence and post-Independence periods, as they reached out to
the wider, and for India, non-colonial, i.e. non-British, world.
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