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Article abstract
A discussion of the relations between canonized and non-canonized literary
forms, between 'self and 'other', within the Indian context, leads to a
différenciation between the Western tradition of a single dominant literary
tradition and the more diverse, and inclusive, parallel and multiple traditions
of India. At the origin of such traditions, and holding them together long
enough to permit cross fertilization, are acts of translation, merging sign
systems and forming a community of 'translating consciousness' where several
languages are used simultaneously and are parts of a larger, continuous
spectrum. Translation in such a multilingual context plays a fundamental role,
transforming and revitalizing original texts.
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