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Article abstract
Given their intrinsic characteristics, dictionaries are didactic tools since they
facilitate acquisition and decoding of meaning. This multilingual Portuguese
/English/ French medical dictionary, intended primarily for medical students,
seeks to provide various equivalents using a methodology based on users'
needs by establishing lexical priorities through increased international
exchange of information pertaining to the medical sciences. Needs are
identified through semantic analysis of medical discourse to discover how
various concepts are expressed.
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