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Article abstract
In this article, we argue in favor of a purely intralinguistic approach to the
study of the reduction of complex terms (CT), and reject any sociohistoric
analysis of this phenomenon. The reduction of complex terms is one of a
number of ways in which a CT interacts with the sentence or sequence of
sentences in which it appears, and is an expression of its "discourse dynamics'.'
We've identified two types of reduction: an anaphoric one, the products of
which have no contextual autonomy, and a lexical one, the products of which
are able to transcend the immediate contextual environment in which they
were derived.
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