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Article abstract
This study is based on a multilingual approach to terminology. Equivalent
terms (designating homologous concepts in different languages) are broken
down into their basic naming elements which are then put together into a set.
This panlinguistic set is regarded as representing an arch-concept which
groups all the features of the concept in the studied languages. As it is basically
at the cognitive level, the arch-concept offers a finer representation of the
concept than an analysis depending on one natural language only. Our study
relies on the inspection of equivalent denominations in several languages and
on inference mechanisms which can give access to unnamed concept features.
A similar approach is adopted in the confrontation and comparison of concept
systems in different languages in order to set up an enriched concept system
which might well be of interest in cognitive research.
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